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The Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City
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The Federal Reserve System
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Why this, why now?
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What is Digital Equity?

A Three-Legged Stool:

1. Affordable broadband

2. A computer 

3. Skills to use it
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A few Definitions

Broadband: An internet connection with minimum download speeds of 

25 Mbps and minimum upload speeds of three Mbps.

Symmetrical speed: A connection with equal download and upload 

speeds.

Broadband availability: It’s there.

Broadband adoption: People subscribe.
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A Need for Speed
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Less than 5 Mbps

1 device

Surf the internet

Don’t upload large files

Don’t get greedy



A Need for Speed
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25/3 Mbps

1-2 devices

Surfing the web

Email

Social networking

Moderate video streaming



A Need for Speed
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50 Mbps

3+ devices connected

Video streaming

Gaming



A Need for Speed
500-1,000 recommended for:

Bring all-y’all’s friends
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Speeds Vary by Technology
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Who has Broadband + Computers?
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Who has Broadband?
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Why Maps Matter
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Connected Communities Grow
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The Daily Yonder



Kansas Updates

• Office of Broadband Development

• $50M Connectivity Emergency Response Grants
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What is Digital Equity?

A Three-Legged Stool:

1. Affordable broadband

2. A computer 

3. Skills to use it
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Affordable Devices
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Affordable Devices
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Affordable Devices
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Affordable Devices



Durango, Colorado
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Digital Skills
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Digital Skills
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COVID and the Digital Divide
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COVID and the Digital Divide
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COVID and the Digital Divide
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COVID and the Digital Divide
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Stop-gap Measures
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